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Term 3 - Secondary Parents   
In Car Safety 

Happy New Year 
Correctly worn seatbelts should be used for 

every journey, even short ones close to home. 
Vehicles do not need to be travelling very fast 
to have a collision causing serious injury. If a 

vehicle stops suddenly, anyone unrestrained 
will continue to travel forwards instead of 
being held safely in the seat.  

Over a quarter (26%) of car occupants killed on 
UK's roads in 2018 were not wearing seatbelts 

(Department for Transport). 

Despite the chance of a fine of up to £500, 

many people are happy to break the law and 
take the risk. 

Here is the current advice and legislation on 

the use of seatbelts.  

Speeding 
According to RAC research, during lockdown 1 

in 2020 the government reported an increase 
in speeding vehicles due to the quieter roads.  

Speeding offence increased the most on single 

carriageways from 10% to 17%, and 30mph 
roads, where offences rose from 56% to 63%, 

compared to the same period in 2019. 

Even during lockdown roads have the same 

speed limits, and drivers can face the same 
penalties if they break the limit. 

School journeys 
During cold or adverse weather conditions 

more car journeys are made. This may increase 
congestion outside schools, affecting the safety 
of pupils.  

Please remember to park safely within or near 
to schools with a consideration of all students. 

 

Winter driving 
Young drivers may be inexperienced driving in 

winter weather road conditions. They may 
need to plan more time into their journeys to 
avoid rushing.  

The RAC have collated some comprehensive 
winter driving advice that could be shared with 

drivers of all ages here.  

In cold weather it is easy to avoid taking the 

time to clear windscreens and windows 
properly when in a rush. Any amount of snow, 
ice or condensation can create a blind spot. 

Car parks and driveways 
Every year people are injured or lose their lives 
due to being hit by a vehicle in a car park or on 
a driveway. Sadly the driver is often a family 

member or friend who has simply not seen the 
person next to the car.  It's advisable to check 
all blind spots around a vehicle before moving 
off from a stationary position.  

 

Contact the Road Safety Education team on 
01522 805800. 

Look out for the next newsletter in term 4. 

 

https://www.childcarseats.org.uk/the-law/
https://www.rac.co.uk/drive/news/motoring-news/confirmed-speeding-increased-during-the-first-lockdown-despite-fewer-cars-o/
https://www.rac.co.uk/drive/advice/winter-driving/

